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The Redbank Renaissance, Inc. (RRI) Facade Design Grant Program provides grants to commercial
property owners, or business owners with property owner approval, to encourage restoration of building
facades enhancing the existing appearance. The RRI Design Committee may utilize grant funding if
received from the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED) Main
Street Program to serve as an incentive to stimulate private investment in facade renovations. It is hoped
that the implementation of the Facade Design Grant will result in a more competitive and economically
viable business district. Applicants remain fully and solely legally responsible to contractors for
payment and RRI will not be a party to a contract with the contractor, suppliers or tradesmen. RRI
recommends that 2 written estimates be obtained from contractors and that a formal written contract
with specifications of work to be done and warranties be entered into with the chosen contractor after
approval of the work to be done by RRI.

An attractive image is of key importance to the success of any commercial area. That image depends
upon the appearance of the commercial area’s individual building assets. Facade and storefront
improvements are one of the most effective and proven ways of upgrading the image and ultimately
attracting more business. The Facade Design Grant program also affords a property owner the
opportunity to reverse past inappropriate architectural improvements. Many improvements do not need
to be costly. Often a fresh coat of paint or a new sign or awning canopy may be all that is needed. Many
commercial buildings throughout New Bethlehem and the Redbank Valley still retain architectural
features that make them unique and authentic.

Property owners may find it beneficial to contract with a design architect, specializing in the
rehabilitation/restoration of historic building facades. Examples are shown in this manual. A schematic
design rendering, if required or desired by the property owner, provides an excellent design plan, which
shows the building at its potential best. It typically addresses the design and modifications of the
storefront and upper floors in such a way as to enhance the architectural integrity of the building. If the
street level or storefront of the building has fallen victim to contemporary change over the years, such as
the application of siding or metal panels, the architect can show in a rendering how the building could
look if "brought back" in a way that enhances the original architectural design of the building. At the
same time, it will address functional and financial requirements, as well as signage, awnings, and the
actual paint color selection.

Approved Project Applications to improve building facades, will entitle the property owner or the
business owner, with property owner’s approval, to receive a funding grant for 50% of the project cost,
but not to exceed a grant in the amount of $5,000. Signage construction/replacement and awning
replacement/repair programs are part of the facade improvement program. If DCED funds are obtained,
Redbank Renaissance, Inc. will represent the Borough of New Bethlehem or appropriate jurisdiction and
DCED for approval and administration of these funds.

This Facade Design Grant guideline manual is meant to serve as a guide. This manual cannot cover
every situation nor solve every problem, but it can offer basic information about physical improvements,
which have proven to be effective in revitalizing other commercial districts throughout Pennsylvania
and in other states. In addition, the design guidelines establish a set of design principles to insure that
improvements are consistent with the scale, character and history of the particular neighborhood and
town as a whole. These principles stress good maintenance of existing original architectural features and
compatibility of replacement architectural elements and any new additions. The manual is based in part
on the National Main Street storefront guidelines and standards for rehabilitation of historic buildings.
Ideas and resources are available at http://www.preservationnation.org.





RRI Façade Improvement Manual
Page 6 of 27 -- July 15, 2009

What is the application process for the program?

1. Secure and review a Redbank Renaissance, Inc. Facade Improvement Grant application and Grant
Guidelines from RRI, any member of the Design Committee, or online at http://www.redbankren.org.

2. Submit a completed RRI Facade Improvement Grant Application including:

a. Applicant identification and property owner identification
b. Property location
c. Written project description
d. Two cost estimates of the project
e. Schedule for completion of the project

RRI will review the application for completeness and submit it to the Design Committee.

The Design Committee will review the application at their next scheduled meeting and forward a letter
of approval to those individuals whose projects are chosen to receive funding through the grant program.
A meeting with the applicant may be required to obtain approval. GRANTS WILL NOT BE
APPROVED FOR ANY PROJECT THAT HAS ALREADY BEEN COMPLETED AND ALL
PROJECTS MUST RECEIVE PRIOR RRI APPROVAL.

How Do I Get Reimbursed?

1. Follow the design plan on which the funding agreement was based.
2. Have pre-approval by the Design Committee of any changes of the work in progress.
3. Complete the project, in a timely fashion, and submit invoices to the RRI Design Committee

Chair for payment of the pre-approved grant amount.
4. Upon completion of the final inspection and approval by the Design Committee, the applicant

will be reimbursed for 50% of the total project cost made jointly payable to the applicant and
contractor or, if a paid receipt from the contractor is provided by the applicant, directly to the
applicant.

5. Every effort will be made to reimburse the applicant in a timely manner. It is important that the
project is not started until given approval by the RRI Design Committee. UNDER NO
CIRCUMSTANCE, SHALL REDBANK RENAISSANCE, INC. BE RESPONSIBLE FOR
ANY COST OVERRUNS, TAXES OR OTHER EXPENSES THAN THE AMOUNT OF
GRANT INITIALLY AWARDED.
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4. EXAMPLES OF WHAT CAN BE DONE

Before: After: a $2500 grant for painting, lights and
Color and screening obscure architectural details. awning which yielded a 25% increase in sales.

Before: Note glass blocks, plain façade. After: Paint, cornice, lighting and awnings


